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SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:18 - 23 
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans      
All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God.     

Brothers and Sisters,  I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to 
us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will ob-
tain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that 
the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption 
of our bodies. 
 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead, 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty, 
From there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
The sparrow finds a home, 
and the swallow a nest for her young: 
by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, 
for ever singing your praise. 

Scriptures, Prayers & Responses 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; 
I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

 
GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 55: 10 - 11 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.   
The Coming Ruler of God’s People 
Thus says the LORD: 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
   and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
   giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
   it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 65 

You care for the earth, give it water, 
you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over 
to provide its grain.  

And thus you provide for the earth; 
you drench its furrows, 
you level it, soften it with showers, 
you bless its growth.  

You crown the year with your goodness. 
Abundance flows in your steps, 
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows.  

The hills are girded with joy, 
the meadows covered with flocks, 
the valleys are decked with wheat, 
They shout for joy, yes, they sing.  

 
FOR VIGL MASS & 8:30AM SUNDAY 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - Year A 

First Reading: Wisdom 12:13. 16:19 
Second Reading: Romans8: 26 - 27 

Gospel: Matthew 13: 24 - 43 
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Mary Immaculate Church, Waverley 
Parish of St Charles Borromeo - Church of Mary Immaculate 

Waverley Parish will be a sign of God's love for all people by being a welcoming and caring community    
which embraces the Gospel of Jesus in the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi.  

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We walk on a land once 
occupied by the Gadigal people of the Eora nation. May we continue to love and respect the land as they have. 

Gospel: Matthew 13: 1 –23 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables. 

"Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came 
and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!" 

Then the disciples came and asked Jesus, "Why do you speak to them in parables?" He answered,  
"To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 
given. For to those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. "The reason I speak to them in parables 
is that 'seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.' 

With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: 'You will indeed listen, but never      
understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive. For this people's heart has grown dull, and 
their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might not look with their 
eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand with their heart and turn— and I would heal them.' 

"But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for 
they hear. Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and 
to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.  

"Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 
yields nothing. "But as for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty." 

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 9:15am 
 

Saturday: 9:15am 
9:45 - 10:15am Reconciliation 
6pm Vigil  
 

Sunday: 8:30am, 10am & 5pm 
 

*Note: Children’s Liturgy will   
alternate - 1st & 3rd weekend of 
the month at 8:30am mass; 2nd 
weekend of month at 10am mass 
and 4th weekend is Family mass. 

Parish School 
St Charles’ Primary School:  
53-63 Carrington Road  
Waverley NSW 2024 
 

sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.e
du.au/stcwaverley/home 
 

P (02) 9387 3845  
F (02) 9389 3612  
E admin@stc.waverley.syd. 
catholic.edu.au  
 

School Principal 
Ms Hilary Cameron  
 

Religious Education Co-ordinator 
Ms Katy Smith 

Parish Team 
Parish House 
45A Victoria Street  
Waverley NSW 2024   
maryimmaculatewaverley.org.au 
 

P (02) 9369 9399   
F (02) 9389 2073   
E marywave@bigpond.com 
Office Hours: 9am - 3pm 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 
 

Parish Priest  
Fr Bernie Thomas OFM 
(02) 9369 9328 
bthomas@franciscans.org.au 
 

Pastoral Coordinator 
Mr Barry Blake 
 

Music Director 
Kurt Ison 
 

Parish Secretary 
Carla Korkor  
(02) 9369 9399  
marywave@bigpond.com 

This parable would have had a great appeal to the rural population living on the fertile land around 
the Sea of Galilee. There, the gentle undulating hills are green and verdant. This is a sharp contrast to 
the desert wilderness of the southern part of the province of Judea around Jerusalem.  

In the longer version of today’s gospel, Jesus explains the meaning of the parable of the sower. The 
different soils represent different human responses to hearing the word of God. The message is that, 
despite some failures, the sower’s work ultimately succeeds. Not everyone is open to receiving the 
word and acting on it but there is encouragement for those who allow the word to take root and bear 
fruit.  

Further Reflection 
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Let Us Pray For… 
Those who are sick 

Nicola Jarman, Margaret Jones, Teresa Wong, Terry Dodds, Damian 
Johnson, Larraine Ladd-Hudson, Maria Alves, Joanne Macrae,  

Audrey Moran, Catherine Davis, Sr Francis Murphy osc, William 
Beaudoin, Denis Lindsay, Albert Miu, Jett Jarvis, Grazia Mafodda, 

Ana Letec, Helene Beazley, Wayne Townson, Dick See, Meryl 
Tapsell, Jessica Amelia, Behan Kahler, Kathleen Schlink, Bob Lloyd, 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Nick Klafas, Stan Vesper, Rosa Maria 
Santos, Maria Kiely, Ann Thomas (Fr Bernie’s Mum), Kim Roper,  

Ian Godby & Gary Shipton, Br Stan Cusack 

 A parable is a simple human story with a profound meaning.  

 Parables were a familiar way of teaching in the time of Jesus 
and some images had set meanings. For example, a vineyard, 
sons or servants represented Israel, while a master, king or 
father represented God.  

 Chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel contains numerous parables 
describing the kingdom of heaven.  

 Matthew’s Gospel uses the term ‘kingdom of heaven’ rather 
than ‘kingdom of God’ because his audience is largely Jewish 
converts to Christianity and the Jewish people avoid using the 
holy name.  

 The Sea of Galilee is also known as Lake Gennesaret and as 
Lake Tiberius. Jesus’ base for his preaching ministry in the re-
gion was at the town of Capernaum on the northern shores of 
the lake. Peter had a house in this town.  

 Archaeological excavations in Capernaum have revealed a 
house which was revered from very early times as ‘the house 
of Peter’.  

Did You Know? 

Recently, a few people have asked me “why do we pray the psalm 
together – when it is not being sung?” So I thought this week in my 
reflection space I would explain my reasons for encouraging this. 
Please note however that it was already in place before I became 
parish priest. I do however, support the idea of praying the psalm 
together when it is not being sung.  
The word psalm means “hymn of praise.” The Book of Psalms     
contains hymns of praise, but also petitions, thanksgiving songs, 
prayers of confidence, wisdom psalms, and royal psalms. While 
attributed to David, he probably wrote only a few. In fact, psalms 
are ascribed to a number of other individuals and groups. 
The responsorial psalm comes after the first reading. The psalm is 
an integral part of the liturgy of the word. The cantor of the psalm 
sings the verse at the lectern or other suitable place, while the 
people remain seated and listen. Ordinarily the congregation     
takes part by singing the response, unless the psalm is sung 
straight through without response. This style of antiphonal psalm 
developed over time because of the nature of the liturgy prior to 
Vatican II where Mass was very much a “heard” experience rather 
than a “prayed” experience as emphasised through the liturgical 
changes of. Vatican II 
 

History – In the early Church there was a pattern to the psalm  
response much like our own today. That is to say, there was an 
antiphon or verse sung by all followed by extended verses of a 
particular psalm chosen for the day with the antiphon intervening 
every so often by way of a response. Many of the Fathers of the 
Church make mention of this format. St. Augustine makes explicit 
mention of the practice in his sermons; likewise, St. John Chry-
sostom and St. Leo the Great among others. In the early days, the 
psalm texts were sung in their entirety. It was seen as a moment  
of pious meditation, a lyrical rejoicing after the word of  God had 
been received into the heart of the believer. Originally the deacon 
was the singer of this psalm and versicle. Later the task moved to 
the subdeacon & later still to the schola Cantorum (Choir).  
 

Pastoral Reflections Today: It is true to say that the Psalm is 
“another reading” in the sense that the psalm, like the other    
readings comes from the scriptures, the written Word of God. 
What makes the Psalms so powerful for us Christians is that they 
are prayers in God’s own words and prayers that Jesus would have 
prayed. The divine words are given to us in human dress, and they 
express the most fundamental thoughts and emotions of human 
beings. They express the joys, the sorrows, the ups and downs,  
and the excitement of the human heart. Even though humans 
composed the Psalms, they always look to God. While deeply   
personal, the prayers are seldom, if ever, individualistic. They 
convey a sense of being one with the rest of God’s people.      
Therefore the option of praying together as a community is       
encouraged, especially when they are not sung. 
The psalm should be seen to enhance the prayer and praise that    
is integral to the Liturgy of the Word. Thus, it is not merely a 
“listening event” but also involves prayer and praise in the truest 
sense of the term.  The psalms were (and still are) the prayer book 
of the Jews and it is our prayer book as well. Hence, the psalm is 
prayer and not only “another reading.”  
 

The title “responsorial psalm” is not given because there is the 
option of a response or antiphon for the people to sing. The 
“response” referred to is the reflection of the assembly on the 
proclamation of the reading which just took place. The psalm is 
usually related in some direct way to the theme of the Old          
Testament reading (and by that very fact to the Gospel which is to 
come). Thus, the people “respond” to the Word of God, make it 
their own and proclaim it prayerfully.  

Continued above... 

Why we pray the Psalm together 

Taxation Receipts  
Taxation receipts for the following are available for collection on 
the table near the glass dividers this weekend: 

 Planned Giving 

 CWF 

 Project Compassion 
 

As previously advised due to legislative changes a 100% tax       
deduction is only available for Planned Giving contributions from  
1 July 2016 - 31 December 2016 (next year a tax deduction of at 
least 25% for the entire year will be available, more on that later). 
 

CWF and Project Compassion are still  
100% tax deductible. 
 

Please collect your receipts promptly to help 
minimise our postage costs.  
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

By its nature, the psalm is a song and should thus be sung if at         
all possible. Because it is not always possible to sing we are           
encouraged to pray the prayer together.  
The Liturgy of the Word as with all aspects of our Mass                         
is not just some ritual to get through, it is a time of 
prayer. The Psalm is meant to invite you into a    
prayerful response. Are you “praying” or are you 
“hearing” the Psalm?  
 

With thanks to the following article - http://
blog.adw.org/2009/05/the-mass-in-slow-motion-
responsorial-psalm/ 

Don't forget to grab your copy of The 
Catholic Weekly for $2 rear of church. 

PAGE 3 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

News and Notices 

MORNING TEA & KNITTING 
Each Friday after the morning Mass there 

is a Morning Tea and knitting in the  
Parish Centre, please come along for a 

chat and cuppa and stay for kitting also. 
The idea for the knitting is to knit  

beanies, hand-warmers and maybe 
scarves for people in need. Fr Bernie has 

all the patterns needed and will teach 
anyone who is keen to learn. These 
beanies etc will be then be given to 

charities like St Vincent de Paul, Cana 
Community and Matt Talbot Centre who 
support those people on the streets and 

in need of good warm clothing. N.B: 
Please bring 8 ply wool and 3.75mm & 

4mm needles. 

ADVERTISE H
ERE IN

  

OUR CHURCH BULL
ETIN

! 

ADVERTISE H
ERE IN

  

OUR CHURCH BULL
ETIN

! 

 

ADVERTISE WITH US 
 

Our Parish would like to encourage and support local Catholic businesses. Do you or somebody you know have a small Catholic     
business that would benefit from advertising in our weekly Church bulletin? Our weekly bulletin is viewed by the number of people 

outside the Parish via the internet and from the 200 copies printed each week!      
 

For a small monthly donation of $50 your business card sized advertisement would appear  
4/5 times a month in our Church bulletin. This donation supports the printing costs of our bulletin.   

Please contact Carla in the office  (02) 9369 9399 for more details. 

ADVERTISE H
ERE IN

  

OUR CHURCH BULL
ETIN

! 

ROMAN PILGRIMAGE 2018 
The parish is looking at organising a  

Franciscan focussed parish pilgrimage to 
Rome (with a few days in Assisi) 26th 

April to 3rd May 2018. If you’re interested 
or would like more info, please email Fr 

Bernie bthomas@franciscans.org.au  

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION COMMUNITY 
Every Monday 5:30pm, Mary Immaculate 

is offering Christian Meditation in the 
Parish House. Meditation, also known as 

contemplative prayer, is the prayer of 
silence and listening. All welcome. If you 
have any questions or are interested in 

coming, please contact Trisha 9665 9017 

 
 

 
SFO FAMILY DAY - SUNDAY 16 JULY 

Invites you to attend our Family Day  
today, Sunday 16 July at 10:30am - 

2:30pm at the Parish House, 45A Victoria 
Street Waverley. Come and meet our Lay  

Franciscan Community and friars.  

HELP TACKLE HOMELESSNESS AND 
BUILD AFFORDABLE HOUSING!  

12TH JULY ASSEMBLY 
 

Join Archbishop Anthony, our  
Archdiocesan Justice & Peace Office,  

St Vincent de Paul NSW, Catholic Care 
Sydney and Sydney Alliance to be part of 

an Affordable Housing Assembly with 
the NSW Planning and Housing Minister. 
Join Sydney Catholics putting their faith 
into action to advocate for more afford-

able housing across  
Sydney. We’d love small groups (family, 

friends, fellow parishioners)  
to come along and stand with Sydney 
families struggling to meet the cost of 

living in our city and help make it a more 
equitable place for all.  

 

WHEN & WHERE: July 12; 6pm for 
6:30pm-8:15pm, St Mary’s Cathedral 
College Hall, 2 Mary St, City. There’s 

parking nearby the Cathedral at the Do-
main carpark, or easily accessible via 

public transport. Please register via the 
Justice & Peace Office 

kimberley.doyle@sydneycatholic.org or 
call 02 9307 8465. 

mailto:kimberley.doyle@sydneycatholic.org

