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Mary Immaculate Church, Waverley

Scriptures, Prayers & Responses
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard;
proclaim to the ends of the earth:
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

Come and hear, all who fear God.
I will tell what he did for my soul:
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer
nor withhold his love from me. R.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

FOR VIGIL MASS
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

FIRST READING: ACTS 8: 5 - 8. 14 - 17.
They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the Christ to
them. The people united in welcoming the message Philip
preached, either because they had heard of the miracles he
worked or because they saw them for themselves. There were,
for example, unclean spirits that came shrieking out of many
who were possessed, and several paralytics and cripples were
cured. As a result there was great rejoicing in that town.
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,
and they went down there, and prayed for the Samaritans to
receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not come down on any
of them: they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord
Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit.
The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 66
Cry out with joy to God all the earth,
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise.
Say to God: 'How tremendous your deeds! R.
'Before you all the earth shall bow;
shall sing to you, sing to your name!'
Come and see the works of God,
tremendous his deeds among men. R.
He turned the sea into dry land,
they passed through the river dry-shod.
Let our joy then be in him;
he rules for ever by his might. R.

Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: 1 PETER 3: 15 - 18
In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life.

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your
answer ready for people who ask you the reason for the hope
that you all have. But give it with courtesy and respect and with
a clear conscience, so that those who slander you when you are
living a good life in Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it is the will of God that you should
suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong.
Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for
sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was
put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord,
and I will ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete,
to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

Waverley Parish will be a sign
of God's love for all people by
being a welcoming and caring
community which embraces
the Gospel of Jesus in the
spirit of St. Francis and St.
Clare of Assisi.
We acknowledge the
traditional owners and
custodians of the land on
which we stand. We walk on a
land once occupied by the
Gadigal people of the Eora
nation. May we continue to
love and respect the land as
they have.

Mass Times
Monday - Friday: 9:15am
Saturday: 9:15am
9:45 - 10:15am Reconciliation
6pm Vigil
Sunday: 8:30am, 10am, 5pm
*Note: Children’s Liturgy will
alternate - 1st & 3rd weekend
of the month at 8:30am mass;
2nd weekend of month at
10am mass and 4th weekend
is Family mass.
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Gospel: John 14: 15 - 21
Jesus said to his disciples:
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides
with you, and he will be in you. "I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.
On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. "They who
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."

Reflection
It is difficult to imagine what the disciples thought when Jesus said he would give them “the
Spirit of truth”, who would be with them forever. But those puzzling words, together with
the assurance that they would not be orphans, must have provided some relief from their
anxieties about the future.
Jesus has given us the same assurances that we are not alone. It is not always easy to
remember this in the midst of turmoil or anxiety, and we often try to resolve everything
ourselves. We don’t necessarily think clearly under stress, nor do we always have a full
picture of the situation. Acknowledging that we cannot resolve a difficult situation, and
inviting the Holy Spirit into it is an act of faith in Jesus’ assurance that the Spirit will always be
with us. This step does require us to cease trying to manage matters ourselves, and instead to
listen and watch before acting. The Holy Spirit’s solutions are often quite different from ours.
The Spirit of truth is not only a problem-solver in our lives. Receiving the commandments is
the first step in loving Jesus. Only if we acknowledge their existence and their relevance can
we take the second step of trying honestly to keep them.
It is the Spirit which leads us into this honesty and into this concrete expression of our love
for Jesus, taking us deeper and deeper into the love which is the essence of the Trinity.
Jesus first told the disciples that the “Spirit of truth” would be with them, and then he told
them that this presence would be intimate and personal - “you know him, because he is with
you, he is in you”.
We have the gift of that same intimate presence.
Catholic Enquiry Office - NZ
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News and Notices
VISIT OF VOCES
SACRAE
The professional
vocal ensemble
Voces Sacrae will
be singing beautiful
sacred music at the Saturday
evening masses as part of our
celebrations for:
 Ascension - 26 May
 Pentecost - 3 June
 Trinity - 10 June
 Corpus Christi - 17 June.

PALMS AUSTRALIA
For 55 years the
Catholic mission service,
Palms Australia, has been
preparing, sending and
supporting those who
answer the call to mission in overseas
dioceses, schools, clinics and other
vital community organisations. If you
can’t volunteer overseas, you can
make a great contribution by volunteering locally. Good organisational
and administrative skills, advanced
written and oral English and professional phone etiquette will be most
helpful. However, there are a variety
of other interesting and dynamic roles
with which you can assist in
Palms Petersham office. If you want
to find out more, please contact
Roger on 9560 5333 or email Joey
at joey@palms.org.au

CATHOLICCARE
SUPPORTING FAMILIES WEEK
CatholicCare services assist families
to live and thrive. We provide
disability services, counselling and
support for children, young people
and families. If you or your family are
struggling, call us to find out how we
help. To find out more call 13 18 19,
email connect@catholiccare.org or
visit www.catholiccare.org.

Further Reflection
CHRISTIANITY ACROSS THE AGES

We would like to introduce any
interested parishioners to the Catholic
Bushwalking Club. The CBC has been
operating since 1943 and is currently
having a membership drive.
The club offers a variety of both day
walks and multi day walks either in
the wider Sydney region or wherever
a member wants to lead a walk.
The club caters for a wide age range
and offers a social program as well as
the walks program.
The CBC is an incorporated body and
is a member of Bushwalking NSW.
For further information please visit
our website: www.cbcnsw.org.au
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A Journey of Faith and a Journey
through the Evolution of Western
Music. Powerpoint Presentation of
slides combined with related
story-telling by Marie Therese Levey
rsj PhD, FASMC(Musicology) Regional
Centre. 5Alexandra Ave, Croydon on 2
June at 9am-12pm. Entry by voluntary
donation. Bookings essential. Email
marie.levey@sosj.org.au

THE JOURNEY CATHOLIC RADIO
PROGRAM – AIRS 21 May
This week on the Journey, our very
own Fr Steven Varney reflects on the
gospel of John as read by Nick
Weir. The Catholic Guy, Bruce
Downes reminds us to ‘Act before
it’s too late’, Sr Hilda shares her
wisdom from the Abbey about ‘God’s
memory’ and Marilyn Rodregues,
The peaceful parent inspires us
about ‘Creating Memories’. As
always, we have some fabulous
Christian music creating a show that is
all about faith, hope, love and life.

This text again alerts the disciples to that time when Jesus
will no longer be with them. His departure will be a severe
challenge to their faith, and Jesus gives voice to the challenge,
‘If you love me keep my commandments’. This challenging
call to follow the commandments of Jesus is accompanied
by a gift – the gift of someone else, the advocate, who will
be by their side during that interim period between the two
comings. Jesus does promise to return, and in the meantime,
his presence, and that of the Father, lives on in the love which
is to be the way of life of the Christian. The Holy Spirit is not a
thing apart from God and Jesus, but the bond of love between
them, and the believer is drawn into this love and becomes a
part of it through living the way of Christ. Through the Spirit,
Jesus remains forever present to the Church and all Christians
are brought into the very life of God.
Contemplate the ways you experience the life and love of the
Spirit of God ...
 in the world,
 in nature and human relationships,
 in society,
 in personal prayer,
 in the Church and its liturgy.

The knowledge of faith is possible only in the Holy Spirit: to be
in touch with Christ, we must first have been touched by the
Holy Spirit… By virtue of our baptism, the first sacrament of
the faith, the Holy Spirit in the Church communicates to us,
intimately and personally, the life that originates in the Father
and is offered to us in the Son (CCC, 683).
The Holy Spirit, as the third person of the Trinity, is central to
our understanding of God and to our faith in Christ. It is clear
from many of the formulations of faith in the New Testament,
that the very first Christians had a keen sense of Jesus living
on with them through his gift of the Spirit.
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Let Us Pray For…
Those who are sick

Nicola Jarman, Margaret Jones, Teresa Wong, Terry Dodds,
Damian Johnson, Larraine Ladd-Hudson, Maria Alves,
Joanne Macrae, Audrey Moran, Catherine Davis, Sr Francis
Murphy osc, William Beaudoin, Denis Lindsay, Albert Miu,
Jett Jarvis, Grazia Mafodda, Ana Letec, Helene Beazley,
Wayne Townson, Dick See, Meryl Tapsell, Helen Andrews,
Jessica Amelia, Behan Kahler, Kathleen Schlink, Bob Lloyd,
Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Nick Klafas, Stan Vesper, Rosa
Maria Santos, Maria Kiely, Ann Thomas (Fr Bernie’s Mum),
Kim Roper and Ian Godby
Anniversaries at this time

Hassett Family, Harriet Bradbury
Those recently deceased

Archbishop Sir Brian Barnes ofm,
Anthony Cruz, Richard O’Brien,
Maria Silcox and Gregory Drake

Did You Know?

 The word ‘advocate’ means ‘called to the side of ’ and
thus is often used to describe a mediator or assistant in
a lawsuit.
 Some translations of the Bible use the word ‘paraclete’
instead of advocate; others use the word ‘counselor’ or
‘comforter’.
 In John’s Gospel, the Holy Spirit continues the work
of Jesus himself (14:17, 26) recalling things the earthly
Jesus taught or revealing things he was unable to
convey. In John’s view, this spiritual knowledge or
insight, unavailable until after Jesus’ death and
resurrection, makes Christian faith and understanding
fully possible.

Coming Up Next...
FAMILY MASS SUNDAY 28 MAY 10am
Come and join us at our Family Mass next Sunday!

FIRST RECONCILIATION
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
SUNDAY 28 MAY 10AM
All candidates will be presented at our monthly Family Mass
10am on Sunday, 28 May followed by a training session. Please
make sure your child is present for this special event.

FIRST RECONCILIATION CEREMONY
WEDNESDAY 7 JUNE - 7:00PM

You are cordially invited to
the next meeting of the
Holy Spirit Fraternity
Waverley which will be
held next Thursday, 25
May 2017 commencing at
7pm in Mary Immaculate
Church for the Celebration
of the Seven Joys of Mary.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Ascension of the Lord - Year A
First Reading: Acts 1: 1 - 11
Second Reading: Ephesians 1: 17 - 23
Gospel: Matthew 28: 16 - 20

