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Mary Immaculate Church, Waverley

Scriptures, Prayers & Responses
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his people.

FOR VIGL MASS & 8:30AM SUNDAY
R. Lord, I love your commands.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Paul explains that God turns everything to good for those who love him

FIRST READING: 1 KINGS 3: 5. 7-12
A reading from the first book of Kings.
Solomon is offered any gift he chooses and opts for the gift of wisdom

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and
God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ And now, O Lord my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I
am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.
Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern
this your great people?’
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him,
‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long
life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to
your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like
you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.
The word of the Lord…Thanks be to God

Brothers and Sisters, We know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called;
and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
The word of the Lord….. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty,
From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We walk on a land once
occupied by the Gadigal people of the Eora nation. May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

Mass Times
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Monday - Friday: 9:15am

Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52

Saturday: 9:15am
9:45 - 10:15am Reconciliation
6pm Vigil
Sunday: 8:30am, 10am & 5pm

First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10. 13-14.
Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-19
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great
value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it.
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They said, ‘yes’. And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.'
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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD - YEAR A

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which someone has
found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Again the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When
it is full the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket and
throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and
separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping
and grinding of teeth. Have you understood all this?’
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Next Sunday’s Readings

29 – 30 JULY 2017

*Note: Children’s Liturgy will
alternate - 1st & 3rd weekend of
the month at 8:30am mass; 2nd
weekend of month at 10am mass
and 4th weekend is Family mass.

Parish School

Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come to me and I shall live
for your law is my delight. R.

Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. R.

Waverley Parish will be a sign of God's love for all people by being a welcoming and caring community
which embraces the Gospel of Jesus in the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi.

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8: 28-30
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 119
My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
is to obey your word.
The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold. R.

That is why I love your commands
more than finest gold.
That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
I hate false ways. R.
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Jesus continues to convey his teaching about the kingdom using the imagery of everyday life. Pearls
were highly valued in the Near East and were regarded as a symbol of wisdom– thus the saying
‘pearls of wisdom’. In the first two of these parables, the protagonists commit everything they own to
acquiring what is beyond price. According to Jesus, the kingdom is worth the sacrifice of everything
we value most to gain a place in it.
The parable of the dragnet tells us something more of the kingdom. There will be those who have not
recognised its value and are unworthy of the kingdom. However, it is not for people to judge who is
worthy and who is not. That belongs to God. Jesus is very concerned that his followers clearly understand his message and he questions them directly: ‘Do you understand all this?’ There must be no
confusion over the meaning of the gospel!
Matthew stresses that believing in Christ does not mean a total rejection of Judaism. Indeed, both the
old and the new have value. Jesus did not come to overturn the Law but to fulfil it and those who
recognise this truth will honour both the old and the new.
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A few words from Fr Bernie...
This week on Wednesday the 2nd of August we celebrate one of
the bigger Franciscan Feasts of the year – the Feast of The
Portiuncula. The Portiuncula (small portion) technically refers
to the land in Assisi, Italy, that originally belonged to the
Benedictines, but is now one of the major shines in our
Franciscan life.
Originally on this land was an old church dedicated to the Virgin
Mother of God but abandoned. St. Francis had great devotion to
the Mary and when he saw that the church was deserted, he
began to live there constantly and repair it. He heard that the
angels often visited it, so that it was called St. Mary of the
Angels.
When Francis’ order began the Benedictines wanted to give
Francis the church but in order to remain faithful to Lady Poverty,
Francis rented it from them with the annual compensation of a
basket of fish from the Tescio river.
Here is where Francis began his service to Christ and His Church.
Here Francis founded his Order, received Clare as his spiritual
daughter, and where he died commending this spot above all
others to the friars. So what is so special about this feast?
Here is the history taken from some of the ancient texts so you
will find the style of writing rather ancient.
On a night of July, 1216, Francis was praying in the little church
of the Portiuncula devoured by love for God and a thirst to save
souls. He prayed for the forgiveness of sins of humankind. Suddenly a brilliant light shone all around. In great splendour Jesus
and Mary appeared in the midst of a dazzling cloud surrounded
by a multitude of radiant angels. Out of fear and reverence, St.
Francis adored Our Lord prostrate upon the ground. Then Jesus
said to him: “Francis you are very zealous for the good of
souls. Ask me what you want for their salvation.” St. Francis was
rapt in ecstasy before Jesus. When he regained his courage he
said: "Lord, I a miserable sinner beg You to concede an indulgence
to all those who enter this church, who are truly contrite and have
confessed their sins. And I beg Blessed Mary, your Mother,
intercessor of man, that she intercede on behalf of this grace."
Our Lady at once began to beseech her son on behalf of
Francis. Jesus answered: "It is a very great thing that which you
ask Me; but you are worthy of even greater things, Friar Francis,
and greater things you will have. So I accept your request, but I
want you to go to my Vicar, to whom I have given the power to
bind and loose in Heaven and on earth, to ask him on my behalf
for this indulgence."
With one of his companions, Francis hastened to Pope Honorius III
and prostrate implored him to proclaim that every one visiting the
church and confessing their sins with a contrite heart would be as
pure from all sin and punishments as he was immediately after
baptism. The Pope granted this petition. This indulgence has been
extended to all parish churches throughout the world.
The date was set from vespers of the first of August until
sundown on the second of August, the Feast of Our Lady of the
Angels.
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The Portiuncula Indulgence is a testament to God’s mercy, an
opportunity to experience God’s grace and a wonderful Franciscan
tradition, So I encourage you this week to take some time for extra
prayer, visit our parish church, take the opportunity to celebrate
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and to come to Mass sometime
during the week or on Sunday. I will be available for the Sacrament
of Reconciliation each morning from 8.30am Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday this week as well as
8am on Saturday morning for anyone who
wishes to receive the sacrament of
Reconciliation in order to fulfil the
requirements for the Portiuncula
Indulgence.
Blessings and peace,
Fr Bernie

Did You Know?
 In ancient times people often buried their treasures as they
fled from enemies or invaders. Sometimes their owners may
return to recover the treasure but often it remained buried for
many years. Among priceless discoveries of treasure buried as
the owners fled invaders are the Dead Sea Scrolls, hidden from
the Roman Army in the late first century.
 A scribe in the ancient world was someone who could read and
write and often held government positions. At the time of
Jesus, the scribes were influential teachers of the Jewish faith,
well versed in Scripture and the Law.
 The householder who brings out things both old and new may
be a reference to people like Matthew himself, who, as well
as receiving the teachings of Jesus and believing in him, also
retain a profound respect for the Law and traditions of
Judaism.
 The blazing furnace referred to here is the place of eternal
punishment for the wicked known by the Hebrew terms Sheol
or Gehenna. Hell is the English word used to translate these
terms.

PAGE 3

News and Notices

 Recitation of The Apostles Creed, Our Father and a prayer for
the Pope’s Intention.

ADVERTISE HERE IN
OUR CHURCH BULLETIN!
(02) 9369 9399

OUR NEW CHURCH WEBSITE
Our new website is here!
Please visit www.waverleycatholic.org.au
to see our new website and for all the
latest news, information, bulletins and
forms you may need. Please also check
out our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/maryimmaculatewa
verley/. Please keep an eye out over the
coming weeks with our new email address. If you have any questions, or suggestions for our new website, please
contact the Parish on 9369 9399

TAXATION RECEIPTS
Taxation receipts for the following are
still available for collection:
 Planned Giving
 CWF
 Project Compassion
Please collect your receipts promptly to
help minimise our postage costs. Thank
you for your continued support!

ADVERTISE WITH US

MORNING TEA & KNITTING

Do you or somebody you know have
a small Catholic business that would
benefit from advertising in our Church
bulletin? Please contact us on
9369 9399 for more details.

Each Friday after the morning Mass there
is a Morning Tea and knitting in the
Parish Centre, please come along for a
chat and cuppa and stay for kitting also.
The idea for the knitting is to knit
beanies, hand-warmers and maybe
scarves for people in need. Fr Bernie has
all the patterns needed and will teach
anyone who is keen to learn. These
beanies etc will be then be given to
charities like St Vincent de Paul, Cana
Community and Matt Talbot Centre who
support those people on the streets and
in need of good warm clothing. N.B:
Please bring 8 ply wool and 3.75mm &
4mm needles.

PRAYER MEETINGS BY TEMPLE OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT (THS)
How is your relationship with Jesus?
Come, see and experience the love and
joy from closer friendship with Jesus.
Over two weekends in August, there
will be five prayer meetings conducted
alternately in English, Cantonese and
Mandarin. The program covers praise
and worship, teaching and prayover.
You are welcome to bring your family,
friends and kids too! Details are available in the enclosed flyer, or contact
Kevin Kwan 0404 050 603 or visit
www.thsonline.org
聖神宮殿祈禱聚會
你會怎樣形容你與耶穌的關係？你
曾否想過與耶穌建立更親密的關係
，從而體驗一份更深的愛和喜樂。
於8月份的兩個週末，我們將會舉辦

MT CARMEL RETREAT CENTRE
AUGUST RETREATS
Weekend retreat: Gregorian Chant
Presenter: Mr Tony Vaughan
Where: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 247
St Andrews Road, Varroville, NSW, 2566
When: Aug 4 – Aug 6. Cost: $230
(concessions apply) Ph: 02 8795 3400 or
retreats@carmelite.com
www.carmeliteretreats.com.au

一共五個祈禱聚會，分別以英語、

Let Us Pray For…
Those who are sick
Nicola Jarman, Margaret Jones, Teresa Wong, Terry Dodds, Damian
Johnson, Larraine Ladd-Hudson, Maria Alves, Joanne Macrae,
Audrey Moran, Catherine Davis, Sr Francis Murphy osc, William
Beaudoin, Denis Lindsay, Albert Miu, Jett Jarvis, Grazia Mafodda,
Ana Letec, Helene Beazley, Wayne Townson, Dick See, Meryl
Tapsell, Jessica Amelia, Behan Kahler, Kathleen Schlink, Bob Lloyd,
Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Nick Klafas, Stan Vesper, Rosa Maria
Santos, Maria Kiely, Ann Thomas (Fr Bernie’s Mum), Kim Roper,
Ian Godby & Gary Shipton, Br Stan Cusack, Joan Roberts

The conditions to obtain the Plenary Indulgence of the
Forgiveness of Assisi is (for oneself or for a departed soul) as
follows:

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time
Anna Sidoti, Concetta & Angelo De Luca, Jim Connelly, Peter Chin,
Rose Chen, Allan Smith Kathleen Cunningham, Vivien Hall

 Sacramental Confession to be in God’s grace (during eight
days before or after.)

Those who have recently deceased
Sue O’Connor, Eileen Richards,
Joan Ann Quinn, Anthony Culhane

 Participation in the Holy Mass and Eucharist...
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Don't forget to grab your copy of The
Catholic Weekly for $2, available at
the rear of church.

粵語和國語進行。內容包括敬拜讚
美，信仰講道和覆手祈禱。歡迎各
位攜同家人，朋友及小孩子參加！
詳情請參考通訊内附加的宣傳單張,
或聯絡 Kevin Kwan 0404 050 603 or
visit www.thsonline.org

CHRISTIANITY ACROSS THE AGES
CELEBRATING
SAINT CLARE OF ASSISI
Transitus of Saint Clare of Assisi
Thursday 10 August 2017 at 7:00 pm
A light supper will follow. Celebrated in
the Centenary Year of Our Lady of Angels
Chapel St Clare’s Convent,
29 Carrington Road Waverley

A Journey of Faith and a Journey through
the Evolution of Western Music. A
Powerpoint presentation combined with
story-telling by Marie Therese Levey rsj
Music teacher, author, collector of digital
copies of ancient manuscripts. Regional
Centre 5 Alexandra Ave, Croydon. Sun 20
Aug 1.30-4pm Bookings essential.
RSVP Aug 14 marie.levey@sosj.org.au

MINISTRY TRAINING RETREAT
For all who have previously registered to
be Extraordinary Ministers of Communion,
Proclaimers of the Word, Sacristan/Altar
Servers, and any others who are interested
in being involved in our parish liturgical
ministries. The Training Retreats are on
Saturday 5th August, 11am to 2pm (please
bring some lunch – we will provide tea and
coffee) or Sunday 6th August 1pm – 4pm.
Please try and attend one of the two
options. We welcome others who have not
previously expressed an interest, but who
would like to find out more.

