Mary Immaculate Church, Waverley
PARISH OF ST CHARLES BORROMEO
Waverley Parish will be a sign of God's love for all people by being a welcoming and caring community
which embraces the Gospel of Jesus in the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi.
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We walk on a land once
occupied by the Gadigal people of the Eora nation. May we continue to love and respect the land as they have.

PLEASE TAKE THIS BULLETIN HOME

1 – 2 December 2018

First Sunday of Advent - Year C
BLESSING OF THE WREATH AND LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE
Fr Bernie: Today is the First Sunday of Advent, in which we recall
the hope we have in Christ. The First Testament spoke of the
coming of Christ, of how a Saviour would be born, a king in the line
of King David. He would rule the world wisely and bless all the
nations. When the Messiah comes, not only does he bring
salvation, but integrity, honesty and hope.
(A person lights the First Candle here)
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of
this candle, we celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ.
Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophets of
old. (First Reading)
Come Lord Jesus
Lord Jesus, you come among us now as we hear and are reminded
by the Prophet Jeremiah that you are “the Lord of
Integrity” (Second Reading)
Come Lord Jesus
Lord Jesus, you will come again as the fulfilment of all prophecy
with power and great glory (Gospel)
Come Lord Jesus
Gathering Prayer: Let us pray together God of the Patriarchs of old,
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ,
Son of God, and Son of David.
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth,
to make our hearts ready and to place our hope in you.
Help us today and every day to worship you,
to hear your word,
and to do your will by sharing your hope with others.
We ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem.
Amen
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.
In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me;
and let none who hope in you be put to shame.
FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land.
In those days Judah will be saved and
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this
is the name by which it will be called:
“The Lord is our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 80
O LORD, make me know your ways;
Lord, teach me your paths,
Teach me to walk in your truth
for you are my saviour and God.
The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path
to those who go astray
He guides the humble in the right path,
He teaches his way to all the poor.
His ways are faithfulness and love
for those who keep his will & covenant
The Lord’s friendship
is for those who revere him,
to them he reveals his covenant.
RESPONSE AT MORNING MASS ONLY:
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 3:12—4:2
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all
his saints.
Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus
that, as you learned from us how you ought to live and to please
God (as, in fact, you are doing), you should do so more and more.
For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Show us Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation. Alleluia
GOSPEL: LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36
Jesus said to his disciples, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon,
and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming
in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that
day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its
increase.
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION

Luke’s gospel is written for a Gentile church
community who are caught in ‘between’ times. The
early Christians believed that Christ’s second coming
was imminent—that Jesus would return soon as the
Lord of Glory. As time passed, they had to rethink
this belief. In this text, Luke addresses a community
who are able to contemplate the past history of Jesus
and the church while looking forward to his future
coming as the Son of Man. The text deals with how
Christians are to live in the ‘in-between time’. They
must be attentive to the gospel and live in readiness
to meet their God. They must not be distracted by
the cares and snares of the world, but be ready to
stand confidently before the Son of Man.

The celebration of a feast to honour the birth of Jesus did not emerge in the West
until the fourth century. Scholars generally note that by ad 336 such a feast was
in place and celebrated in Rome on 25 December. This comparatively late
development of a feast to celebrate the birth of Christ may seem surprising to
contemporary Christians, for whom Christmas is so central. However, we must
remember that the early Christians expected the glorious return of Christ in their
own lifetimes. It was only with time and an obvious delay to the Second Coming
that such a feast could emerge. Furthermore, time provided the opportunity for a
greater and more mature theological reflection on the mysteries of the
incarnation and the Second Coming.
Advent, as a period of preparation for the feast of Christmas, developed later still.
There is no evidence of such a preparatory time in Rome until well into the sixth
century. It was Pope Gregory the Great (ad 590–604) who established a fourweek liturgical preparation for Christmas, but the eschatological (end-times)
themes of the second coming were not established until the Middle Ages.
http://www.cam.org.au/evangelisation/Summit

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again from the dead,
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty,
From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

ADVENT AND PATIENCE
Advent reminds us of the three comings of the Lord — his coming in history over
2000 years ago; his coming in glory at the end of time when God’s dream for
human kind will be realised; his invisible presence amid the happenings of our
daily life.
If we can learn in these weeks of Advent the importance of patient waiting we
have learned one of the greatest lesson in life. Patience is hard to practice in our
hectic world. We live in an instant age — instant food, instant gratification. We
even speed up nature: with artificial light we fool the hens to lay two eggs a day!
We are in too much of a hurry in having every possible experience too early in life
— the morning-after pill for eleven year olds!
The most important things in life cannot be rushed and require patient waiting.
Patient waiting is required from the mother to bring the child to birth, and then
from babyhood to adulthood; the teacher requires it with the slow learner; the
politician requires it not to give up on the peace process, and everybody requires
it to build loving relationships. We wait not mournfully, but in joyful hope for the
coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie

DID YOU KNOW?
• Advent is the beginning of the church’s liturgical year.
• The Advent period is concerned with ‘waiting’ for the coming of the Christ child.
• A recurring theme in the gospels read during Advent is looking towards the end
times, when Christ will come again.
• Today begins the cycle of readings for Year C in the Lectionary. This means that
most of the gospel readings are taken from the Gospel of Luke.
• The Advent wreath is one way of preparing for the coming of the Christ child.
The circle of greenery is a symbol of God’s love without beginning or end, while
the candles represent the four weeks of preparation time. One candle is lit each
Sunday during Advent, and the final, central candle is lit on Christmas Day.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
FIRST READING: Baruch 5:1-9
PSALM: Ps 126
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-6. 8-11
GOSPEL: Luke 3:1- 6

WEEKDAY READINGS
MON 3 DEC
TUES 4 DEC
WED 5 DEC
THURS 6 DEC
FRI 7 DEC
SAT 8 DEC

Isaiah 2:1-5
Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah 25:6-10
Isaiah 26:1-6
Isaiah 29:17-24
Genesis 3:9-15. 20

Matthew 8:5-11
Luke 10:21-24
Matthew 15:29-37
Matthew 7:21. 24-27
Matthew 9:27-31
Luke 1:26-38
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Mass Times

LET US PRAY FOR…

Monday - Friday: 9:15am
Saturday: 9:15am, 9:45 - 10:15am
Reconciliation & 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:00am & 5:00pm

Parish Centre
45A Victoria Street,
Waverley NSW 2024
www.waverleycatholic.org.au

Those who are sick: Nicola Jarman, Margaret Jones, Terry Dodds, Damian Johnson, Larraine
Ladd-Hudson, Maria Alves, Joanne Macrae, Audrey Moran, Catherine Davis, William Beaudoin,
Denis Lindsay, Albert Miu, Jett Jarvis, Grazia Mafodda, Ana Letec, Helene Beazley, Wayne
Townson, Dick See, Jessica Amelia, Behan Kahler, Bob Lloyd, Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Stan
Vesper, Rosa Santos, Maria Kiely, Ann Thomas (Fr Bernie’s Mum), Gary Shipton, Br Stan Cusack,
Hernan Caceres, Veronica Chavez, Maria Montel, Veronica Rodriguez, Luz Bringas, Carolina
Perez, Rodolfo Arruabarrena, Joan Dunsmore, James Elliott, Mary Thompson, Cathy Murray,
Patrick Lucas, Maria Murabito, Ellen Mallia, Neeco Orsini, Peter Perrin
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Anna Sidoti, Concetta & Angelo De Luca

Phone: (02) 9369 9399
office@waverleycatholic.org.au
Office Hours: 9:30am - 2:30pm on
Tuesday to Friday
Parish Priest
Fr Bernie Thomas OFM
(02) 9369 9328
parishpriest@waverleycatholic.org.au
Pastoral Coordinator
Mr Barry Blake
Music Director
Kurt Ison
music@waverleycatholic.org.au

Those whose recently married:
Emily Limbers & Matthew Donnelly

NEWS AND NOTICES
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
CHRISTMAS EVE Monday, 24 December
9:15am - Moring Mass
6:00pm - Christmas Children’s Mass
12:00am - Midnight Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY Tuesday, 25 December
9:00am Mass & No evening Mass

FIRST EUCHARTIST PHOTOS
Photos of the First Eucharist are available
from our Parish Centre of the Parish
children. Please visit our offices during
business hours to collect.

LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS 5TH DECEMBER
HOUSE OF WELCOME

Parish Secretary
Carla Korkor
(02) 9369 9399
office@waverleycatholic.org.au

This year we are giving to the House of
Welcome on the last two weekends of
2018, 22-23 & 29-30 Dec. There will be no
giving tree this year. Please bring along
something to add to the basket/s found at
the back of the church. Thank you

Local Schools
St Charles’ Parish Primary School
53-63 Carrington Road, Waverley
P (02) 9387 3845
W https://stcwaverley.catholic.edu.au
School Principal
Mr Paul Croker
St Clare’s College, Waverley
41-51 Carrington Road, Waverley
P (02) 8305 7100 F (02) 9389 3503
W https://stclares.nsw.edu.au/
School Principal
Ms Antoinette McGahan
Waverley College, Senior Campus
131 Birrell Street, Waverley
P (02) 9369 0600
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
Head of College
Mr Graham Leddie
Waverley Junior School
44 Henrietta Street, Waverley
P (02) 9387 5022
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
Director of Junior School
Ms Gabrielle Smith
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A CHORAL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Friday 14 December, St Mary’s Cathedral
will celebrate with carols and Christmas joy
for the annual, and much anticipated A
Choral Christmas Celebration concert. Two
performances at 11am & 7pm with tickets
starting from $20. Visit for more info at:
www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP
Christian meditation in the Parish Hall will
continue at 5 p.m. on Monday until
December 10 and recommence at the
same time on Monday, January 7, 2019. If
you are interested to find out more then
call Trisha on 0405 516 972 or 9665 9017.

Come and celebrate with Bishop Richard
Umbers and Gary Pinto the end of the Year
of Youth and the Launch of the Lights of
Christmas. A great way to spend your
evening by joining us at St Mary’s
Cathedral, starting 5:30pm for Mass.

GREAT GIFT IDEA FOR CHRISTMAS
God’s Word Daily Reflections 2019 &
2019 Franciscan Calendars are
available now. A great range of books,
candles, picture frames and more!
Come and visit the Devotional Shop
after Saturday evening and Sunday
morning masses. Hurry while stocks last!

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Please note that the Parish Centre and
office will be closed from Monday, 24
December 2017 to Tuesday 15, January
2018. The Parish Secretary will be away
during this time, but if you require urgent
assistance, please speak to Fr Bernie on
(02) 9369 9328 or email him parishpriest@waverleycatholic.org.au

ST CHARLES CHRISTMAS PLAY
Wednesday 5 December at 6pm
At Mary Immaculate Church Waverley

2

ST CHARLES THANKSGIVING &
GRADUATION MASS
Friday 14 December at 11:00am
At Mary Immaculate Church Waverley

Don't forget to grab your copy of
The Catholic Weekly for $2 today!
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MINISTRY ROSTER - DECEMBER
PLEASE TAKE THIS BULLETIN HOME
Please see rosters for month of December. If you cannot attend your rostered day, please see Fr Bernie or call 9369 9328.

Jennifer Keir D.O.

Osteopath

46 Wiley St, Waverley
Ph: 0433 334 334
Specialising in seniors, women and children.
Gentle effective treatment based on cranial
and bio-dynamic Osteopathy for the relief
of headache, back pain, neck, shoulder and
joint pain and stiffness.

Book for School Holidays now!
www.duckmaloifarm.com.au

Cafe Sorelle
Italian Cafe Food, Coffee & Tea
Open 6:30am – 4:30pm except Sundays
274 Bronte Road, Waverley
Ph: (02) 9387 3799
Come & experience Rosie & Sam’s
wonderful coffee & food!

Alex Lyons
Local Licensed Real Estate Agent
M 0488 201 377
E alex@rhdb.com.au

Address: 249 Bronte Rd, Waverley 2024
Phone: (02) 9389 3499
Email: enquiries@waltercarter.com.au

