
BLESSING OF THE WREATH AND LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE  
Today we light the Second Candle of Advent, the Candle of Peace. We 
remember the prophets who spoke of the coming of Christ, of how a 
Saviour would be born, a king in the line of King David. The prophet 
Baruch reminds us this title of peace in our first reading - For God will 
give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” When 
Jesus came he taught people the importance of being peace-makers. He 
said that those who make peace shall be called the children of God. 
When Christ comes to us, he brings us peace and he will bring everlasting 
peace when he comes again.  We light the Candle of Peace to remind us 
that Jesus is the Prince of Peace and that through him peace is found.  

(A person lights Second Candle, the Candle of Peace) 
Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at this candle, we 
celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ. 
 

Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophet Baruch, when he 
proclaimed that God will show your splendour.               Come Lord Jesus 
 

Lord Jesus, you come among us now as we take up the words of the 
gospel that all humankind will see the salvation of God.  Come Lord Jesus 
 

Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory when every valley will be filled, 
every mountain and hill laid low, winding ways made straight and rough 
roads made smooth                                                                 Come Lord Jesus 
 

Gathering Prayer: Let us pray together –  
Lord Jesus, Light of the World,  
the prophets said you would bring peace  
and save your people from trouble.  
Give peace in our hearts at Christmastide.  
We ask that as we wait for you to come again,  
that you would remain present with us.  
Help us today, and everyday to worship you,  
to hear your word, and to do your will  
by sharing your peace with each other.  
We ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem.      Amen 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 
O people of Sion, behold, 
the Lord will come to save the nations, 
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 
in the joy of your heart. 
 

FIRST READING: BARUCH 5:1-9 
The Lord says this:  
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 
and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 
Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 
put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. 
For God will give you evermore the name,  
άRighteous Peace, Godly Glory.έ 
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;  look toward the east, and see 
your children gathered from west and east, at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; 
but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal 
throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills 
be made low, and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that 
Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
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The woods and every fragrant tree, have shaded Israel at GodΩs command. 
For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, 
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 125 
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
to us it seemed a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and on our lips were joyful songs.  

The heathens themselves said: 
ΨWhat marvels the Lord has worked for them!Ω 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Yes, indeed our hearts were glad.  

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who sow in tears 
will sing when they reap. 

They go out, they go out, full of tears 
carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, they come back, full of song, 
bearing their sheaves on high, in joy 
 

RESPONSE AT MORNING MASS ONLY: 
The Lord has done great things for us; and we are filled with joy 
 

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:3-6, 8-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 
of Jesus Christ. 
For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Alleluia, alleluia!   
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.  Alleluia 
 

GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 
He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, άThe voice of one crying out in the desert: 
άPrepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be 
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.Ω 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 
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APOSTLESΩ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead, 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty, 
From there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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EXPLORING THE WORD 

There were powerful men ruling the 
land when John emerged calling upon 
the people to prepare for the coming 
of the Messiah.  The people flocked to 
John, which must have both puzzled 
and alarmed the powerful. What gave 
an unkempt nobody from the 
wilderness such pulling power? 

John was most likely a magnetic 
personality. But it was his message 
that was profoundly attractive to the 
crowds. They were used to the self-
serving imposition of laws by the 
scribes and Pharisees. John told them 
to share their food and possessions with others, not to practise extortion, and 
let the tax collectors know that they should not collect more than was 
prescribed.  It was a different morality to that of the powerful people and those 
such as soldiers and tax collectors whose positions gave them the opportunity 
to exploit others. In effect John was telling the people to look after one another 
whereas they were used to an άevery one for themselvesέ approach. 

At the heart of JohnΩs preaching was the call to repent and be baptised. When 
wrong has been done, it can be difficult to leave it behind. The act of repenting 
and being baptised by John acted as a marker between the previous morality 
and a new life. It was also a public act of commitment to a new way of life. 

The multiple layers of JohnΩs preaching were threaded through with a message 
of hope. He was announcing the coming of the longed-for Messiah, and calling 
the people to prepare for this event. For the ordinary people whose lives were 
not easy this hope changed their mood and their future. 

JohnΩs voice extends into our time calling us to prepare for the annual 
celebration of the coming of the Lord. His message is the same for us as it was 
for the people of his time – look after one another, live moral lives, and if you 
have power exercise it for the good of others. Sort out your soul, not just 
presents and food, as preparation for the great feast of the Incarnation. 

This is a time to let the hope in JohnΩs message percolate through our lives, a 
reminder that the Lord can make all things new.  Believing in JohnΩs message as 
a message for us as well as the people of his time will ensure we prepare well 
for Christmas.                     https://www.catholic.org.nz/resources/ 

REFLECTION 

¶ Luke goes to great lengths to describe the 
geographical and political world into which Jesus 
is born. God enters into human history at a 
specific time and place. The coming of Jesus for 
the salvation of the world is not a vague notion 
but a concrete event in time.  

¶ The prophets of the Hebrew tradition were 
specially chosen people who spoke the word of 
God to Israel. John the Baptist is sometimes 
referred to as the last of the great prophets.  

¶ Scholars believe that Jesus may well have spent 
some time as a disciple of the Baptist before 
embarking on his own public ministry.  

¶ The ΨHerodΩ mentioned in this text is Herod 
Antipas—son of Herod the Great, who ruled at 
the time of JesusΩ birth. After Herod the GreatΩs 
death, his realm was divided between three of  
his sons. One son proved an inept ruler and was 
removed from power in Judaea by the Romans 
and replaced by a Roman governor.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

The word of God that comes to John in the 
wilderness is not a word meant for him alone but is 
to be shared with all the people. JohnΩs 
proclamation of the word of God Ψthrough the 
whole Jordan districtΩ is a precursor to JesusΩ 
instruction to his disciples Ψthat repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 
to all nationsΩ (Luke 24:47). The salvation brought by 
the Lord is not a personal and private matter but 
one that is destined for the whole of humankind. 
This salvation can only be achieved, however, if one 
is prepared to realign oneΩs life—to repent of past 
sins and take a new path in life. JohnΩs call is a call to 
a new beginning.  

NEXT SUNDAYΩS READINGS - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-18 
PSALM:  Isaiah 12:2-6 
SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4-7 
GOSPEL:  Luke 3:10-18 
 

WEEKDAY READINGS   
MON 10 DEC   Isaiah 35:1-10    Luke 5:17-26 

TUES 11 DEC   Isaiah 40:1-11    Matthew 18:12-14 

WED 12 DEC   Isaiah 40:25-31    Matthew 11:28-30 

THUR 13 DEC  Isaiah 41:13-20    Matthew 11:11-15 

FRI 14 DEC    Isaiah 48:17-19    Matthew 11:16-19 

SAT 15 DEC   Sirach 48:1-4. 9-11  Matthew 17:10-13 

TAIZE PRAYER - 19 DECEMBER 
Out next celebration of Taize Prayer will be on Wednesday 
the 19th of December. Come along for an hour of quiet 
reflective prayer in preparation for the great feast of 
Christmas. From 7.30 - 8.30pm – in the Mary MacKillop     
(side) Chapel of Mary Immaculate Church.  



 

Those who are sick:  Nicola Jarman, Margaret Jones, Terry Dodds, Damian Johnson, Larraine 
Ladd-Hudson, Maria Alves, Joanne Macrae, Audrey Moran, Catherine Davis, William Beaudoin, 
Denis Lindsay, Albert Miu, Jett Jarvis, Grazia Mafodda, Ana Letec, Helene Beazley, Wayne 
Townson, Dick See, Jessica Amelia, Behan Kahler, Bob Lloyd, Archbishop Anthony Fisher, Stan 
Vesper, Rosa Santos, Maria Kiely, Ann Thomas (Fr BernieΩs Mum), Gary Shipton, Br Stan Cusack, 
Hernan Caceres, Veronica Chavez, Maria Montel, Veronica Rodriguez, Luz Bringas, Carolina 
Perez, Rodolfo Arruabarrena, Joan Dunsmore, James Elliott, Mary Thompson, Cathy Murray, 
Patrick Lucas, Maria Murabito, Ellen Mallia, Neeco Orsini,  
 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:   
Anna Sidoti, Concetta & Angelo De Luca, Quintana Family,  
 

Those recently deceased: Mary Lowe, Peter Perrin  

CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS 
It has been decided by a number of people 
involved to not have a ChildrenΩs Nativity 

Play this year for our Christmas Vigil. 
However, we do invite all the children 

attending the Mass to come dressed as 
their favourite character from the Nativity 

scene. E.g. Angels, 
sheep, Joseph, Mary 
(But please no glitter  

as this is very hard      
to remove from        

the carpet) 
Thank you! 
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Mass Times 
Monday - Friday: 9:15am 

Saturday: 9:15am, 9:45 - 10:15am 
Reconciliation & 5:00pm Vigil  

Sunday: 8:30am, 10:00am & 5:00pm 

Local Schools 
St CharlesΩ Parish Primary School  
53-63 Carrington Road, Waverley  
P (02) 9387 3845  
W https://stcwaverley.catholic.edu.au 
School Principal 
Mr Paul Croker 
 

St ClareΩs College, Waverley 
41-51 Carrington Road, Waverley 
P (02) 8305 7100  F (02) 9389 3503   
W https://stclares.nsw.edu.au/  
School Principal 
Ms Antoinette McGahan  

 

Waverley College, Senior Campus 
131 Birrell Street, Waverley 
P (02) 9369 0600  
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/ 
Head of College 
Mr Graham Leddie 
 

Waverley Junior School 
44 Henrietta Street, Waverley  
P (02) 9387 5022 
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/2 

Director of Junior School 
Ms Gabrielle Smith  

Parish Centre 
45A Victoria Street,  
Waverley NSW 2024   
www.waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Phone: (02) 9369 9399   
office@waverleycatholic.org.au 
Office Hours: 9:30am  - 2:30pm on 
Tuesday to Friday 
 

Parish Priest  
Fr Bernie Thomas OFM 
(02) 9369 9328   
parishpriest@waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Pastoral Coordinator 
Mr Barry Blake 

Music Director 
Kurt Ison 
music@waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary 
Carla Korkor  
(02) 9369 9399  

office@waverleycatholic.org.au 

NEWS AND NOTICES 

LET US PRAY FORΧ 

MOTHERΩS PRAYER GROUP 
May all families and children have a 

wonderful Christmas holiday break. A 
reminder there is no MotherΩs Prayer  

group until 6 February 2019 A CHORAL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION  
Friday 14 December, St MaryΩs Cathedral 

will celebrate with carols and Christmas joy 
for the annual, and much anticipated A 

Choral Christmas Celebration concert. Two 
performances at 11am & 7pm with tickets 
starting from $20. Visit for more info at: 

www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES  
CHRISTMAS EVE Monday, 24 December  

9:15am - Morning Mass  
6:00pm - Christmas ChildrenΩs Mass  

11:15pm - Carols Service followed by 
12:00 Midnight - Mass  

CHRISTMAS DAY Tuesday, 25 December  
9:00am Mass & No evening Mass  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  
Please note that the Parish Centre and 
office will be closed from Monday, 24 

December 2017 to Tuesday 15, January 
2018. The Parish Secretary will be away 

during this time, but if you require urgent 
assistance, please speak to Fr Bernie on 

(02) 9369 9328 or email him - 
parishpriest@waverleycatholic.org.au  

ST CHARLES THANKSGIVING & 
GRADUATION MASS 

Friday 14 December at 11:00am 
At Mary Immaculate Church Waverley 

GREAT GIFT IDEA FOR CHRISTMAS 
GodΩs Word Daily Reflections 2019 &  

2019 Franciscan Calendars are  
available now. A great range of books, 

candles, picture frames and more! 
Come and visit the Devotional Shop  
after Saturday evening and Sunday 

morning masses.  Hurry while stocks last! 
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP 

Christian meditation in the Parish Hall will 
continue at 5 p.m. on Monday until 

December 10 and recommence at the 
same time on Monday, January 7, 2019.  If 
you are interested to find out more then 

call Trisha on 0405 516 972 or 9665 9017.   

HOUSE OF WELCOME  
This year we are giving to the House of 
Welcome on the last two weekends of 

2018, 22-23 & 29-30 Dec. There will be no 
giving tree this year. Please bring along 
something to add to the baskets found 
under the Christmas tree. Thank you 

http://stcwaverley.catholic.edu.au/
https://stclares.nsw.edu.au/
https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc
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MINISTRY ROSTER - DECEMBER 

Please see rosters for month of December. If you cannot attend your rostered day, please see Fr Bernie or call 9369 9328.  

PLEASE TAKE THIS BULLETIN HOME 

eǁ`\ fT0\ǡ\ 
Italian Cafe Food, Coffee & Tea 

Open 6:30am – 4:30pm except Sundays 
274 Bronte Road, Waverley 

Ph: (02) 9387 3799 
Come & experience Rosie & Sam’s  

wonderful coffee & food! 

Alex Lyons 
Local Licensed Real Estate Agent 
 

M 0488 201 377 
E alex@rhdb.com.au 

 

Book for School Holidays now! 
www.duckmaloifarm.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 

Address: 249 Bronte Rd, Waverley 2024 
Phone: (02) 9389 3499  
Email: enquiries@waltercarter.com.au 

Osteopath  
Jennifer Keir D.O. 
46 Wiley St, Waverley   
Ph: 0433 334 334 
 

Specialising in seniors, women and children. 
Gentle effective treatment based on cranial 
and bio-dynamic Osteopathy for the relief 
of headache, back pain, neck, shoulder and 
joint pain and stiffness. 


