
Mary Immaculate Church, Waverley 
PARISH OF ST CHARLES BORROMEO - CHURCH OF MARY IMMACULATE BULLETIN 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Waverley Parish is a sign of God's love for all 
people. We welcome and care for all as a 
community which embraces the Gospel of 
Jesus in the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare 
of Assisi.  
We acknowledge the traditional owners and 
custodians of the land on which we stand. 
We walk on a land once occupied by the 
Gadigal people of the Eora nation. May we 
continue to love and respect the land as they 
have. 

MASS TIMES 
Monday - Friday:  9:15am 
 

Saturday:    9:15am followed by Reconciliation  
     & 5:00pm Vigil. 
 

Sunday:      9:15am & 5:00pm. 
 

Baptism:    Last two Sundays of each month            
          at 10:45am. Bookings essential.  

PARISH CENTRE  
      

Address: 45a Victoria St, Waverley NSW 2024 
Postal: PO Box 577, Waverley NSW 2024 
Ph: (02) 9369 9399  
Email: office@waverleycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr Bernie Thomas OFM - (02) 9369 9328   
parishpriest@waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary: 
Mrs Carla Korkor - (02) 9369 9399  
office@waverleycatholic.org.au 
Office Hours: 9:30am to 2:30pm Tue - Fri 
 

Pastoral Coordinator:  
Mr Barry Blake 
 

Music Director:  
Mr Kurt Ison  
music@waverleycatholic.org.au 

SUNDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER 2021 | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C 

AN ADVENT REFLECTION  

STAY CONNECTED 
Like/follow our social media  
platforms to keep up to date  
with the latest news in the Parish. 

 

www.facebook.com/waverleycatholic 
www.instagram.com/waverleycatholic 

Adapted from a Reflection by Gerard Moore 
https://researchonline.nd.edu.au/pastoral-liturgy/vol52/iss1/16  

I found the reflection below well worth reflecting on for myself and hope that you too find it 
challenging, but also to give us some hope as we reflect on the true meaning of Advent – after 
such a turbulent couple of years  - Fr Bernie.  

How to speak to Advent this year, and perhaps to last year as well? The pandemic is 
challenging Christian faith, not around medicine and science, but around our social fabric; the 
social fabric of our town and state, of our nation, of our region, of our cultural alliances. Is 
Jesus the answer? Is the Church the answer?  We are in the midst of a social and communal 
upheaval, one that will send waves across the coming decades: is the Spirit filled community of 
faith able to bring the healing, the comfort and the hope of Christ?  

As we enter the Christmas season through an Advent spirituality, will we have more to offer 
than tired pieties and studied avoidance of the situation in our midst. Starting from home, the 
Australian community is in its second year of isolation, loneliness and for a hidden number, 
impoverishment. Our leadership seems fractured. This might be overplayed as the federal and 
state governments take somewhat diverging paths but actually in much the same direction. 
The political exchanges are frustrating. The leadership picture is dispiriting, but the pandemic 
is a constantly unknowable dynamic and seems to chart a different course at short notice.  

The suffering is in the community and across the nation. Some states will approach Christmas 
in a degree of security, others in fear of further restrictions and lockdown. Yet all are affected. 
For a second year, grandparents will not hold grandchildren, newborns will not be cradled by 
kin, families will not meet unless by zoom, cultural ties will be hampered. For a second year 
the elderly in care will be left with few visitors; young people seeking romance will be left 
without places to go or people to see; school children will be left completing a year without 
accomplishment; teachers, nurses, police, medical services, doctors and social workers will be 
exhausted; It is a long and tiring list, which trails on.  

So, will the feast of Christmas be a break? There are already challenges around gift buying, 
delivery, and organising get togethers. There may be no cricket for the distraction of many or a 
few. Holidays and travel seem almost tangible, but planning remains a lottery.  

What is the ‘coming’, the adventus, that we celebrate? The feast of the coming of Christ is not 
a distraction from our woes but an advent of hope and light. The need for hope today, in the 
midst of COVID-19 and its multiple variants, is far different from that of other years. We need 
to do more than recognise the love around us, the graciousness of giving, the joy of family and 
the challenge to be our best selves. We are confronted with a crisis in and of community itself, 
and we are best placed to respond as a community, as a church. Perhaps our focus this time 
should turn from how we gather at the Eucharist, how can we worship, to how does our 
worshipping community offer hope to a tired suburb, a fatigued city, a drained community. 
This is a struggle indeed, as we are within this suburb, city and community, and equally 
drained and fatigued and tired. What does the indwelling of Christ give us that we can use to 
be a support?  

Advent opens with a call to run forth to meet the Christ, however it is not the babe in the 
manger. The Christ to whom we run is the one who is to come, in whom is the fulfillment of all 
things. Advent, then, begins with a focus on the second coming of Christ, but the true end 
point for us today is to be ‘gathered’ into Christ, conveying warmth and intimacy. We are 
disciples gathered together, to be strengthened by the Eucharist and by one another. With the 
coming of Christ is our perfection (in his righteous deeds), belonging (gathered) and fulfilment 
(possession).  



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. 
In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 
Nor let my enemies exult over me; 
and let none who hope in you be put to shame. 
 
FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 33:14 - 16  
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous branch to spring 
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 

In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 80 
O LORD, make me know your ways; 
Lord, teach me your paths, 
Teach me to walk in your truth  
for you are  my saviour and God, 
 

The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who go astray 
He guides the humble in the right path, 
He teaches his way to all the poor 
 

His ways are faithfulness and love 
for those who keep his will & covenant 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him, 
to them he reveals his covenant.  
 
SUNG RESPONSE: (9:15AM) 
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 3:12; 4:2  
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he 
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
his saints. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus 
that, as you learned from us how you ought to live and to please 
God (as, in fact, you are doing), you should do so more and more. 
For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION:  
Alleluia, alleluia!    Show us Lord, your love; 
        and grant us your salvation.   Alleluia 
 
GOSPEL: LUKE 21:25 - 28,34 - 36  
Jesus said to his disciples,  “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 
and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by 
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that 
day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, 
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things 
that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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Fr Bernie: Because we believe God will come to our help. We present our prayers 
 

For the leaders of our church: that during this time of Advent, they will be strengthened in holiness through the graces they have received 
through Jesus.                                  God of Advent Hope,          hear our prayer  
 

For the leaders of the world: that during this time they may stress the importance of unity and love for one another, particularly as we 
continue to live in the pandemic.                                   God of Advent Hope,           hear our prayer  
 

For those who are burdened and suffering: especially those who have lost hope and find no meaning in their lives. May the caring hands 
that support them show evidence of God’s love.                        God of Advent Hope,          hear our prayer  
 

For a clearer understanding of the meaning of the incarnation: May our hearts be encouraged to bring this message of hope into the lives 
of all whom we meet during this time of Advent.                                                           God of Advent Hope,          hear our prayer  
 

We pray for ourselves gathered around your altar that your Holy Spirit will continue to grant us communion and the spirit of service so that 
we may better serve our parish community in this busy pre-Christmas period.          God of Advent Hope,                hear our prayer  
 

For those who have died and for those who mourn: at this time of the year may they be filled with love and hope. 
                                    God of Advent Hope,         hear our prayer  
 

Concluding Prayer: In these difficult times we offer these petitions in the sure hope that they are heard and granted according to God’s will 
through the power of the Spirit and in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF FAITHFUL 



Those who are sick: Ann Thomas (Fr Bernie’s Mum), Michelle Byrne, Scott Lyons, Allana 
Vedder, Mike Newman, Lizzie Prior, Gaye Zammit, Jeff Linfoot, Tanja Gerzina, John Seminara 
& Rose Colombo  
 

Those with anniversaries at this time: Hilda Paine (19/11), Ben Street (26/11), Anna Sidoti, 
Concetta & Angelo De Luca 
 

Those recently baptised: Arthur Leo, Olive Leo, Levi Gleeson, Sofia O'Neill & Sybella Francis 

NEWS & NOTICES 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth;  
 

and in Jesus Christ,  
His only Son, our Lord:  
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary;  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried.  
 

He descended into hell;  
on the third day  
He rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
from there He will come to judge  
the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of Saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting. Amen. 

SUNDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER 2021 | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C 

MASS INTENTIONS 

WISH TO DONATE ONLINE? 
We are pleased to offer the option for 
Parishioners or guests to donate online 
through our website with CBA.  

Just scan this QR code to go straight to 
donation page. NB: There are different 
billing codes for each type of donation.   

 
Questions?  
Call 9369 9399.  
 
Thank you for 
your support! 

SOCIAL DISTANCING & SINGING 
With the relaxation of rules on 8th 
November, the density rule is currently 1 
person per 2 square metres. I have 
removed the ropes from the pews, but I 
do encourage you to not sit directly 
behind someone else. The singing rule is 
still rather awkward to interpret. 
Technically singing is allowed for the 
vaccinated, but not the unvaccinated and 
masks are still mandatory until 15th 
December or when we reach 95% double 
vaccinated whichever comes first. So we 
will continue with no singing until 15th 
Dec.  The latest (25/11/21) NSW Premier 
announcement states the density rule will 
be removed from all venues from 15 Dec, 
however QR codes will still be mandatory. 
From 15 December, masks are 
encouraged, but not mandatory. 

SIGN IN FOR MASS TODAY? 

Please check in before entering our premises! 

We’re helping keep our community safe with contactless check-in. 
It's easy to check in: 
1  Download the Service NSW app 
2  In the app, select 'COVID Safe Check-in' 
3  Follow the prompts 

Let’s BE COVIDSAFE together Download the App. 
COVIDSafe app | Australian Government Department of Health  

CHURCH OPENING HOURS 
Unfortunately due to a burglary in the 
church last week, the church will need to 
remain closed during the day until we can 
find a better solution to keep the church 
and visitors safe. We will advise when the 
church is open during the day for prayer. 
Church will be open 1hr before Mass.  

Friday, 24 December (CHRISTMAS EVE)   
5:00pm - Children's Family Mass          
7:00pm - Vigil Mass.  NB: No Morning Mass.  
Children are invited to dress up as their favourite nativity character  
(please no glitter) 
 

Saturday, 25 December (CHRISTMAS DAY) 
9:15am - Mass only.  
NB: No evening Mass on Christmas Day 
 

Sunday, 26 December (BOXING DAY) 
9:15am - Mass only. NB: No evening Mass 

LIGHTING THE FIRST CANDLE -  
THE CANDLE OF HOPE 
(Parishioner lights the First Candle here) 
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. 
As we look at the light of this candle we 
celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 
 

Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by 
the prophets of old.           
          Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Lord Jesus, you come among us now as we 
hear and are reminded by the Prophet 
Jeremiah that you are “the Lord of 
Integrity” .                 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Lord Jesus, you will come again as the 
fulfilment of all prophecy with power and 
great glory.        Come, Lord Jesus. 

THANK YOU 
A special thanks to Chris De Lorenzo for 
the new hand sanitising gel, which has 
kindly been donated by De Lorenzo.  

Due to the latest 
announcement (25/11/21) 

from the NSW Premier, from 
Wed 15 December there is no 

density limits for all venues 
and events. Therefore 

registration for Christmas 
Mass times is no longer 
required. Masks from 15 

December are encouraged, 
but not mandatory.  

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covidsafe-app


Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C  

LOCAL AFFILIATED SCHOOLS 
 

St Charles’ Primary School  
53-63 Carrington Road, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 9387 3845  
W https://stcwaverley.catholic.edu.au 
School Principal: Mr Paul Croker 
REC: Mrs Leanne Quinn 
Family Educator: Mrs Caroline Doherty 
 

St Clare’s College, Waverley 
41-51 Carrington Road, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 8305 7100   
W https://stclares.nsw.edu.au/  
School Principal: Mrs Kerrie McDiarmid 
REC: Mr Mark McCoy 
 

Waverley College, Senior Campus 
131 Birrell Street, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 9369 0600  
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/ 
Principal:  Mr Graham Leddie 
Dir of Identity & Student Formation: 
Ms Suzanne Walsh   
 

Waverley College, Junior Campus 
44 Henrietta Street, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 9387 5022 
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/2 
Director of Junior School (Acting):  
Ms Gabrielle Bransby  
Asst Dir of Identity & Student formation:  
Mr Stephen Ghattas 

SUNDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER 2021 | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C 

 

KIDS CORNER 

SAFEGUARDING IN PARISH 
We understand how 
difficult it can be for people 
who have experienced 
abuse to make a complaint. 
We want to support you in 
this process and we can 
provide access to counselling and support 
services if needed. Visit  
www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-
and-child-protection/ for more info. 

 Eastern Suburbs Legion Club 
 

Dear Members & visitors welcome, 
The club is now open for business. Everyone 
must scan the QR Code and show evidence of 
double vaccination as per NSW Health Guides.  

213 Bronte Road Waverley 2024  
Ph: 9387 2911 | E: eastlegionclub@gmail.com 
ABN: 48001024139 | Web - www.eslc.net.au 
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JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 
Wish to receive this bulletin via email 
each week? And updates from Fr Bernie? 
Scan this QR code or visit 
http://eepurl.com/hHvhOr and subscribe.  

ADVERTISE WITH US  
Our weekly bulletin is viewed by the 
number of people outside the Parish via 
the internet and from the 200 copies 
printed each week!  For a small monthly 
donation you support the printing costs 
of this bulletin.  Please contact us in the 
office (02) 9369 9399 for more details. 

UPCOMING ROSTER  

27 – 28 NOV  SAT 5PM VIGIL SUN 9.15AM SUN 5.00PM 

ALTAR SERVING Barry Blake Cameron Ward Dominic Hearne 

PROCLAIMER  
OF WORD 

Margaret Blake 
Anne Fahy  

& Trisha Brookes 
Peter Foley 

EUCHARIST  
MINISTER 

Laura Neeson 
Angel Agustin & 

Gisella Musumeci 
Verlene Lobo 

HOSPITALITY Warren Kelly Eddie Seeto Kathy Reilly 

http://stcwaverley.catholic.edu.au/
https://stclares.nsw.edu.au/
https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
http://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://sermons4kids.com/
https://thekidsbulletin.com/

