
Mary Immaculate Church, Waverley 
PARISH OF ST CHARLES BORROMEO - CHURCH OF MARY IMMACULATE BULLETIN 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Waverley Parish is a sign of God's love for all 
people. We welcome and care for all as a 
community which embraces the Gospel of 
Jesus in the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare 
of Assisi.  
We acknowledge the traditional owners and 
custodians of the land on which we stand. 
We walk on a land once occupied by the 
Gadigal people of the Eora nation. May we 
continue to love and respect the land as they 
have. 

MASS TIMES 
Monday - Friday:  9:15am 
 

Saturday:    9:15am followed by Reconciliation  
     & 5:00pm Vigil. 
 

Sunday:      9:15am & 5:00pm. 
 

Baptism:    Last two Sundays of each month            
          at 10:45am. Bookings essential.  

PARISH CENTRE  
      

Address: 45a Victoria St, Waverley NSW 2024 
Postal: PO Box 577, Waverley NSW 2024 
Ph: (02) 9369 9399  
Email: office@waverleycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr Bernie Thomas OFM - (02) 9369 9328   
parishpriest@waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary: 
Mrs Carla Korkor - (02) 9369 9399  
office@waverleycatholic.org.au 
Office Hours: 9:30am to 2:30pm Tue - Fri 
 

Pastoral Coordinator:  
Mr Barry Blake 
 

Music Director:  
Mr Kurt Ison  
music@waverleycatholic.org.au 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION  

STAY CONNECTED 
Like/follow our social media  
platforms to keep up to date  
with the latest news in the Parish. 

 

www.facebook.com/waverleycatholic 
www.instagram.com/waverleycatholic 

The word of God that comes to John in the wilderness is not a word meant for him alone 
but is to be shared with all the people. John’s proclamation of the word of God ‘through 
the whole Jordan district’ is a precursor to Jesus’ instruction to his disciples ‘that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations’ (Luke 
24:47). The salvation brought by the Lord is not a personal and private matter but one 
that is destined for the whole of humankind. This salvation can only be achieved, 
however, if one is prepared to realign one’s life— to repent of past sins and take a new 
path in life. John’s call is a call to a new beginning.           ©Summit (cam1.org.au)  

SIGN IN FOR MASS TODAY? 

Please check in before entering our premises! 

We’re helping keep our community safe with contactless 
check-in. It's easy to check in: 
1  Download the Service NSW app 
2  In the app, select 'COVID Safe Check-in' 
3  Follow the prompts 

Let’s BE COVIDSAFE together Download the App. 
COVIDSafe app | Australian Government Department of Health  

• Luke goes to great lengths to describe the geographical and political world into which 
Jesus is born. God enters into human history at a specific time and place. The coming of 
Jesus for the salvation of the world is not a vague notion but a concrete event in time.  

• The prophets of the Hebrew tradition were specially chosen people who spoke the 
word of God to Israel. John the Baptist is sometimes referred to as the last of the great 
prophets.  

• Scholars believe that Jesus may well have spent some time as a disciple of the Baptist 
before embarking on his own public ministry.  

• The ‘Herod’ mentioned in this text is Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great, who ruled 
at the time of Jesus’ birth. After Herod the Great’s death, his realm was divided 
between three of his sons. One son proved an inept ruler and was removed from 
power in Judaea by the Romans and replaced by a Roman governor.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

PEACE 

https://www.cam1.org.au/evangelisation/Summit
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covidsafe-app


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, 
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 
in the joy of your heart. 
 

FIRST READING: BARUCH 5:1-9  
The Lord says this: Take off the garment of your sorrow and 
affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory 
from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from 
God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. For 
God will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly 
Glory.”  

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, 
and see your children gathered from west and east  at the word of 
the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For they 
went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will 
bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne.  

For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting 
hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so 
that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every 
fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. For God will 
lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and 
righteousness that come from him. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 125 
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
to us it seemed a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and on our lips were joyful songs.  
 

The heathens themselves said: 
‘What marvels the Lord has worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Yes, indeed our hearts were glad.  
 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who sow in tears 
will sing when they reap. 
 

They go out, they go out, full of tears 
carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, they come back, full of song, 
bearing their sheaves on high, in joy. 

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:3-6, 8-11  
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with 
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing 
in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, 
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. For God is my witness, how I 
long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus.  

And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.   Alleluia 
 

GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6  
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and 
his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
desert. 

He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the desert: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
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Fr Bernie: As the people of God, we pray that the lord will be with us as we prepare for Christ’s coming this Christmas and at the end of 
time.  
 

For the Church – that all the baptized strive for partnership in the Gospel, walking together in a spirit of listening, as the People of God.  
                                            We pray to the Lord         Lord hear our prayer 
 

For national and international leaders – that as response to the pandemic focuses on vaccination, leaders will stive to maintain a sense of 
unity among their people, encouraging care, tolerance and acceptance of difference.      We pray to the Lord         Lord hear our prayer 
 

For refugees – that nations around the globe will open their doors to those who have no place to call home and that the causes of human 
displacement be studied, understood and addressed.                    We pray to the Lord         Lord hear our prayer 
 

For families – that the approaching Christmas season will not induce financial hardship and that families will be able to use the summer 
break to grow deeper in understanding, love and friendship of one another.          We pray to the Lord         Lord hear our prayer 
 

For ourselves – that we prepare the way of the Lord, that our ‘love may increase more and more in knowledge and every kind of 
perception and that we learn to discern what is of value.’                     We pray to the Lord         Lord hear our prayer 
 

Concluding Prayer (prayed together): Father, as we make our way to Bethlehem, hear the prayers that we offer, stay with us and make us 
even brighter signs of your presence, we ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

PRAYERS OF FAITHFUL 



Those who are sick: Ann Thomas (Fr Bernie’s Mum), Michelle Byrne, Scott Lyons, Allana 
Vedder, Mike Newman, Lizzie Prior, Gaye Zammit, Jeff Linfoot, Tanja Gerzina, John 
Seminara, Rose Colombo & Anna Dziedzic  
 

Those with anniversaries at this time: Zofia Rzeznik Stanislaw Ryczek (4/12), Marian 
Dziedzic (5/12), Sanchez & Gonzalez Family (11/12) & Anna Stanek (12/12) 
 

Those recently baptised: Arlo Martin, Isla Hamilton, Ollie McNamara & Saoirse Clancy 
 

Those recently deceased: Steve O’Connor 

NEWS & NOTICES 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth;  
 

and in Jesus Christ,  
His only Son, our Lord:  
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary;  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried.  
 

He descended into hell;  
on the third day  
He rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
from there He will come to judge  
the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of Saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting. Amen. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

WISH TO DONATE ONLINE? 
We are pleased to offer the option for 
Parishioners or guests to donate online 
through our website with CBA. Scan 
this QR code to donate. NB: There are 
different billing codes for each type of 
donation.   

 
Questions?  
Call 9369 9399.  
 
Thank you for   
your support! 

SOCIAL DISTANCING & SINGING 
With the relaxation of rules on 8th 
November, the density rule is currently 1 
person per 2 square metres. I have 
removed the ropes from the pews, but I 
do encourage you to not sit directly 
behind someone else. The singing rule is 
still rather awkward to interpret. 
Technically singing is allowed for the 
vaccinated, but not the unvaccinated and 
masks are still mandatory until 15th 
December or when we reach 95% double 
vaccinated whichever comes first. So we 
will continue with no singing until 15th 
Dec.  The latest (25/11/21) NSW Premier 
announcement states the density rule will 
be removed from all venues from 15 Dec, 
however QR codes will still be mandatory. 
From 15 December, masks are 
encouraged, but not mandatory. 

CHURCH OPENING HOURS 
Unfortunately due to a burglary in the 
church recently, the church will need to 
remain closed during the day until we can 
find a better solution to keep the church 
and visitors safe. We will advise when the 
church is open during the day for prayer. 
Church will be open 1hr before Mass.  

LIGHTING THE SECOND CANDLE -  
THE CANDLE OF PEACE 
(Parishioner lights the Second Candle here) 

Peace is like a light shining in a dark 
place. As we look at this candle, we 
celebrate the peace we find in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Lord Jesus, your coming was 
proclaimed by the prophet Baruch, 
when he proclaimed that God will 
show your spendour.  Come Lord Jesus 
 

Lord Jesus, you come among us now as 
we take up the words of the gospel 
that all humankind will see the 
salvation of God.         Come Lord Jesus 
 

Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory 
when every valley will be filled, every 
mountain and hill laid low, winding 
ways made straight and rough roads 
made smooth               Come Lord Jesus 

DEVOTIONAL SHOP OPEN! 
God’s Word Daily Reflections 2022 is 
$22.00 each, Christmas gifts, sacramental 
gifts and cards for all occasions. 

Friday, 24 December (Christmas Eve)   
5:00pm - Children's Family Mass          
7:00pm - Vigil Mass.  NB: No Morning Mass.  
Children are invited to dress up as their favourite nativity character  
(please no glitter) 
 

Saturday, 25 December (Christmas Day) 
9:15am - Mass only.  
NB: No evening Mass on Christmas Day 
 

Sunday, 26 December (Boxing Day) 
9:15am - Mass only. NB: No evening Mass 

Due to the latest 
announcement (25/11/21) 

from the NSW Premier, from 
Wed 15 December there is no 

density limits for all venues 
and events. Therefore 

registration for Christmas 
Mass times is no longer 
required. Masks from 15 

December are encouraged, 
but not mandatory.  

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS 
The roster for December is available. 
Please advise us if any changes to your 
allocation or if you will be away.   

FOODBANK  
The House of Welcome works with people 
seeking asylum and refugees to provide 
critical casework, housing, employment, 
food bank and emergency living 
assistance.  During COVID-19 the demand 
for financial assistance has risen. House of 
Welcome (HoW) has increased the 
Emergency Living Package program by 
216% to respond to the amplified levels of 
distress and hardship amongst their 
clients.  There are a number of ways that 
you can help such as donating to the 
Emergency Relief Package or donate 
staple food items and leave them in 
Parish Church baskets for collection. For 
more information call (02) 9727 9290 or 
email office@houseofwelcome.com.au 



Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C  

LOCAL AFFILIATED SCHOOLS 
 

St Charles’ Primary School  
53-63 Carrington Road, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 9387 3845  
W https://stcwaverley.catholic.edu.au 
School Principal: Mr Paul Croker 
REC: Mrs Leanne Quinn 
Family Educator: Mrs Caroline Doherty 
 

St Clare’s College, Waverley 
41-51 Carrington Road, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 8305 7100   
W https://stclares.nsw.edu.au/  
School Principal: Mrs Kerrie McDiarmid 
REC: Mr Mark McCoy 
 

Waverley College, Senior Campus 
131 Birrell Street, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 9369 0600  
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/ 
Principal:  Mr Graham Leddie 
Dir of Identity & Student Formation: 
Ms Suzanne Walsh   
 

Waverley College, Junior Campus 
44 Henrietta Street, Waverley 2024 
P (02) 9387 5022 
W https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/2 
Director of Junior School (Acting):  
Ms Gabrielle Bransby  
Asst Dir of Identity & Student formation:  
Mr Stephen Ghattas 
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KIDS CORNER 

SAFEGUARDING IN PARISH 
We understand how 
difficult it can be for people 
who have experienced 
abuse to make a complaint. 
We want to support you in 
this process and we can 
provide access to counselling and support 
services if needed. Visit  
www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-
and-child-protection/ for more info. 

 Eastern Suburbs Legion Club 
 

Dear Members & visitors welcome, 
The club is now open for business. Everyone 
must scan the QR Code and show evidence of 
double vaccination as per NSW Health Guides.  

213 Bronte Road Waverley 2024  
Ph: 9387 2911 | E: eastlegionclub@gmail.com 
ABN: 48001024139 | Web - www.eslc.net.au 
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JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 
Wish to receive this bulletin via email 
each week? And updates from Fr Bernie? 
Scan this QR code or visit 
http://eepurl.com/hHvhOr and subscribe.  

ADVERTISE WITH US  
Our weekly bulletin is viewed by the 
number of people outside the Parish via 
the internet and from the 200 copies 
printed each week!  For a small monthly 
donation you support the printing costs 
of this bulletin.  Please contact us in the 
office (02) 9369 9399 for more details. 

UPCOMING ROSTER  

5 – 6 DEC (WK 1) SAT 5PM VIGIL SUN 9.15AM SUN 5.00PM 

ALTAR SERVING Barry Blake Anthony Spratt Dominic Hearne 

PROCLAIMER OF 
WORD 

Margaret Blake 
Genevieve Roberts 

& Eddie Seeto 
Peter Foley 

EUCHARIST MINISTER Susana Hansen 
Mario Vincigierra 
& Margaret Kelly 

Angel Agustin 

HOSPITALITY Ruth Lucas Margaret Duncan Kathy Reilly 

http://stcwaverley.catholic.edu.au/
https://stclares.nsw.edu.au/
https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
https://waverley.nsw.edu.au/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
http://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://sermons4kids.com/
https://thekidsbulletin.com/

