
Mary Immaculate Church, Waverley 
PARISH OF ST CHARLES BORROMEO - CHURCH OF MARY IMMACULATE BULLETIN 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Waverley Parish is a sign of God's love for all 
people. We welcome and care for all as a 
community which embraces the Gospel of 
Jesus in the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare 
of Assisi.  
We acknowledge the traditional owners and 
custodians of the land on which we stand. 
We walk on a land once occupied by the 
Gadigal people of the Eora nation. May we 
continue to love and respect the land as they 
have. 

MASS TIMES  
Monday - Friday:  9:15am 
 

Saturday:    9:15am followed by Reconciliation  
     & 5:00pm Vigil. 
 

Sunday:      9:15am & 5:00pm. 
 

Baptism:    Last two Sundays of each month            
          at 10:45am. Bookings essential.  

PARISH CENTRE  
      

Address: 45a Victoria St, Waverley NSW 2024 
Postal: PO Box 577, Waverley NSW 2024 
Ph: (02) 9369 9399  
Email: office@waverleycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr Bernie Thomas OFM - (02) 9369 9328   
parishpriest@waverleycatholic.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary: 
Mrs Carla Korkor - (02) 9369 9399  
office@waverleycatholic.org.au 
Office Hours: 9:30am to 2:30pm Tue - Fri 
 

Pastoral Coordinator:  
Mr Barry Blake 
 

Music Director:  
Mr Kurt Ison  
music@waverleycatholic.org.au 
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STAY CONNECTED 
Like/follow our social media  
platforms to keep up to date  
with the latest news in the Parish. 

 

www.facebook.com/waverleycatholic 
www.instagram.com/waverleycatholic 

PARISH SECRETARY ON LEAVE 
Please note that Carla will be on leave 
from Thursday, 23 December 2021 
and returning to the office on 
Tuesday, 11 January 2022. Emails will 
be checked periodically. All urgent 
requests, please contact Fr Bernie.  

 LATEST ANNOUCEMENTS 

THANK YOU  
As the New Year approaches, we 
would like to thank all volunteers who 
have generously donated their time 
and efforts so selflessly to our Parish 
in 2021. Maintaining a church takes 
considerable time & effort, and we 
appreciate each and every one of you, 
so thank you for a wonderful year! 

SHARING WITH 
YOU THE GLORY, 
THE WONDER, 

THE MIRACLE OF 
THIS HOLY 

SEASON. HAVE   
A BLESSED 

CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR! 

Dear Parishioners. 

Over the last 10 days I have watched the Covid numbers grow from approximately 400 
(12/12/21) to today’s total of 5713. This is way more than I think anyone expected to 
reach. With this in mind, and the fact that each day I hear about more people I know 
who have been exposed to Covid or are sick, I have decided to only live stream Masses 
at Christmas. i.e. no congregation. Some would say I’m being paranoid, but I have 
taken advice from some trusted local parishioners who are in the medical profession, 
including one who is a doctor in the Emergency Department at Prince of Wales 
hospital. Anyone who goes to ED there has at least a 6 hour wait time because they 
are so overwhelmed with patients. I currently have a good friend in ICU seriously ill 
with Covid and one of my nephews in SA has contracted Covid. 
The World Health Organization recommends countries that have been hit with a steep 
rise in COVID-19 cases should cancel Christmas events, with the Director saying, “An 
event cancelled is better than a life cancelled." 

The Masses to be live streamed (later to be added to our Facebook & YouTube) are: 
24th December  5pm Family vigil Mass, including music 
25th December   9.15am Mass, including music 
26th December   9.15am, Mass of the Sunday 
1st January 2022 9.15am Mass 
2nd January 2022 9.15am Mass 
I will revisit my decision to close/open the Church during the week. Please keep an eye 
on our website and social media platforms. Please realise this is not a decision I take 
lightly and throughout the last few days it has been the main concern in my prayer. 
Every message I keep hearing in my prayer is to ere on the side of caution but always 
trust in God’s care.  
Christmas Blessings + Peace,   Fr Bernie 



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. 
 

FIRST READING: 1 SAMUEL 1:20-22. 24-28  
In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the Lord.’ 
The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord 
the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, 
for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is weaned, I will 
bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the Lord, and 
remain there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.’  

When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a 
three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She 
brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was 
young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child 
to Eli. And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the 
woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the 
Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me the 
petition that I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; 
as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord.’  

She left him there for the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 83:2-3. 5-6. 9-10  
How lovely is your dwelling place, 
Lord, God of hosts. 
My soul is longing and yearning, 
is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 
 

My heart and my soul ring out their joy 
to God, the living God.  
They are happy, who dwell in your house, 
for ever singing your praise. 
 

They are happy,  
whose strength is in you; 
they walk with ever growing strength.  
O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer, 
give ear, O God of Jacob. 
 

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 
look on the face of your anointed.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 3:1-2. 21-24  
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we 
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will 
see him as he is. 

Beloved, we put our trust in God; and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do 
what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should 
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 
just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments 
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION:  
Alleluia, alleluia!  Open our heart, O Lord, 
        to listen to the words of your Son.  Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL: LUKE 2:41-52  
Now every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the 
festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they 
went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and 
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 
but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group 
of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look 
for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find 
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers,  listening to them and asking them questions. And all who 
heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your 
father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said 
to them,  “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what 
he said to them. 

Then Jesus went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 
human favour. 
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Introduction: As members of God’s family, we bring our prayers to the Lord, whose love surpasses all others: 
 

For all our families, that we may always support one another with patience peace and love.  
                                  God of unity and peace                      hear our prayer 
 

We pray for all families who are victims of violence and abuse. May they find safety, peace and a place to heal their bodies, minds and 
souls.                                God of unity and peace                      hear our prayer 
 

We pray for all families travelling during this holiday period. May they find courtesy and generosity on the roads and hospitality wherever 
they go.                               God of unity and peace                      hear our prayer 
 

We pray for those who grieve for loved ones. May they find gentleness and compassion in those who care for them.  
                                  God of unity and peace                      hear our prayer 
 

We pray for elderly people in care facilities who no longer receive visits from family and friends. May those who they long for find the 
strength and compassion to visit them and patiently hold onto the person they knew and the person they see now.  
                                  God of unity and peace                      hear our prayer 
 

Conclusion: Loving Father, you welcomed the children that came to you through the love of your Son and so we have confidence that you 
listen to our prayer, which we make through the guiding presence of the Spirit in the name of Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF FAITHFUL 


